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hotin, and Mr. Webster inspired very general confidence that Jackson would be beaten. What his close friends thought is not very clear, but one thing is very certain, Jackson never lost confidence in the people. He had also about closed up the personal matter with Mr. Calhoun, and Mr. Calhoun had about retired from the race for President, and Jackson's victory was complete.
While the exposition had not been published, Jackson had so completely met the charges made by Mr. Calhoun that it ceased to be a matter of serious concern in the election.
Mr. Benton sums up the election of 1832 as follows:
"General Jackson and Mr. Van Buren were the candidates on one side; Mr. Clay and John Sergeant, of Pennsylvania, on the other, and the result of no election had ever been looked to with more solicitude. It was a question of systems and measures, and tried in the persons of men who stood out boldly and unequivocally in the representation of their respective sides. Renewal of the national bank charter, continuance of the high protective policy, distribution of the public land money, internal improvement by the Federal Government, removal of the Indians, interference between Georgia and the Cherokees, and the whole American system was staked on the issue, represented on one side by Mr. Clay and Mr. Sergeant, and opposed on the other by General Jackson and Mr. Van Buren.
"The defeat of Mr. Clay and the consequent condemnation of his measures was complete and overwhelming. He received but forty-nine votes out of a total of 288! And this result is not to be attributed, as clone by Mons. de Toqueville, to military fame. General Jackson was now a tried statesman, and great issues were made in his person, and discussed in every form of speech and writing, and in every forum, State and Federal, from the halls of Congress to township meetings, and his success was not only triumphant but progressive. His vote was a large increase uponmbination between Mr. Clay, Mr. Cal-he State banks can be made.
